
2002 ACSA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE HAVANA, CUBA JUNE 21-24, 2002 363 
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The number of'arcltitect.i. in Lebanon has powti trotn a Ilanrltul 
ot Sore i~ i  educated professiot~als uith esclusive sbilla hiowit to 
a h\v at 1 1 1 ~  lirst quarter ol' the t\trntirtIi cw~tnrj .  to k ~ r m  a 
sophistitatetl clasa of profrbsional; that benehts. togethrr \\it11 
atruc-tural t q i r ~ c v r < .  l'rorn c~\rl~~.ivr I cp l  rigltts to t l ~ c  ~ r ~ a k i r ~ g  
of buildings. \\'liile the! Ilec-atrw vi4blc on state hoarcls urtd 
committees. architects have seen their decision-ntal\in,rrii pouer 
o\ er matter> 01 buildings and the built en\ ironrnvnt conaiatrrttly 
reduced in favor 01 other artor+ such as politic.iarii. (wntra(~t~rrh 
artd statr bureaucrat>. .\rchitect; are today o\cr\\l~elrr~c.tl t)! 
t l i r i~  s11rir1I;ing efi'ectiver~rsa II I I  the 1 ) d t  t = r ~ \  i r o r ~ ~ u w t :  I I O M I ~ \  CY 

arcl~itwtural a c d w i i r  inatitutionc $till  - tn~cture their programs 
arid curricula on tlie assumption that architects I I , I \C  c\cnluii\c 
e~~rrtrol o\cXr tltv l)~lildir~g Ilroc#e>.. 111 fact, ~ I I V  Arcliitectural 
aradcwic. diwourw \ic,\ta it- field of practice as ilotni~tatetl I)! 
tlte t,r~c.roacltr~~erit of others on the builcliiig process and r'lrrlj 
assumes a (~rtucll-needed) self-critical role. What i+ cor~~idrrecl 
to be at1 'unacceptable' conclitio~i of' the built cLr~\iror~rrrc~r~t i s  

\ icwed a. an outrotne of' the d e p c r a t i o r ~  of ' o t l~e~a '  \r l~ilr 
are41itwt+. pt=rc~c.itc t l i ~ r i ~ w l w ~  a. out-idws to this 'de~etterat- . . 
I I I ~  social conciitiou. 111 this paper. I lool, b ~ c l i  (witt i \)  at tIi( .  

ESCI.lISIVE PRACTICE 

'1'11~ 20tl1 oer~tr~ry \\.itnrssetl the establishment of sevcml 
modern ir~stitutior~r tlcsigr~atl to organize the process of 
~~o~istruction in Leba~iort as \\.ell as t l ~ o  irlunp~ratior~ of 
ae:a~lm~ic progr:Ims teaching Architecture. The Grct Le1)arit:sc- 
Building arttl I'lar~rrirtg law was indtated in 10-4.0: in 1051. the 
(3rcler of Engineers (and i\rc:hitec:ts) \\.as c~zial)li:;l~t.tl based on a 
semi-formal 1038 orga~iizatior~. arid in 19.59 the hlitiistn ol' 
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norms that follo\\cd h e i r  o\va itrurtr~rc. of arrhitcv:t~~ral 
kno\vlctI,ne. Tlwir altilit) to do HI. I belirvc. i:. due to 1111. f w t  
tIi:lt o good r1u11111c.r ol tl~e:.e arc-l~ittxrts ha11 lar~~ilial co~ir~c .c~t ic~~~s 
to I ~ ~ v ~ ~ ~ k  in stat(% p w e r  positicm, \\lticll I)rouglit a11 autl~orita- 
tivc- i ~ u d  d a t ~ - ~ - o r ~ ~ p l i c i t  tone I I I  their practiw-.? 

7'111. ~ . n t a l ~ l i ~ h i i ~ c ~ ~ t  of tlie architwturnl proli-4o11 a1o11g i~~s t i tu -  
t i o ~ ~ i ~ l  li11e3 11ah proved o\c>r. time to 1~1111tril111tt- to tile 

desigrwrs or p l a r ~ ~ ~ c r s  are now olien percei\vtl as state ;I~I:III .< 

\vho arcs used to c:or~sc:cratc. large p l a n r ~ i ~ ~ g  schemes at 1111: 

disatlva~~tage (at 11c:st irreleva~~cx) of otl~vr sorial fac.tiol~s. As 

S I T I I I I ~ ~ ,  achievi~y cw~trality ol'tlt:cision-r~~ohi~~g p w e r  over 1 1 1 ~  

\vl~olo l)uilt cr~vironment tl~rou,nli 3 si11;r11* instit~ltion. (the 
LN:li).' f~~r t l i e r  ;rlicv~nted drrisior~ makers fro111 t l ~ e  populatior~ 
al'l;v.tcd 1)y thr:il. decisions. 1'111. 1)Gli's ~~~c:c.I~al~isiiis of olwra- 
ti011 I I P I I V I I ~  1111 dt :wIopi~~g 111astt~r plar~s, within I - S I : ~ I I I ~ \ ~  

111rvti11g rooms, 115il1g various 111ocles of reprcsct~~tations (pc-r~o~i-  
al. Iigurative. political, statistic-al) that eli~ninate t h e  partic6ipa- 
tion of' ally actor o t l w  ha11 ~~ol i t ic ia l~> and their prof~tssior~al 

lailr~res ofthest. Inaster plans art. Inunerou>. ( h e  esamplv is the 
~~wr~~xwt r i c  zo11ir1g la\\ of I~virut ( a p p o v ~ d  in I ~ O t ! , )  that 
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r * I 1ii.c I~rc~jec.t cmncwn.; 111i .  t lesip of a11 i c . t~~~ ic  prrblir cwnlnrr~nirci- 
~io~r.s 11orln1. p r o l ~ ) ~ e t l  to 1)r installed i l l  all public plac.rs. It 

 ti^ a I I I of  I I I I I I ~ ~  i11for111atior1 and 
I . ( I I I I I I I I I I I ~ ( . ~ ~ ~ O I I -  1~~$0'111f.?11t: inttmrt ;IIY*I~S:. tf.11-11110111.. all11 
ratlio. I )ail) Ilr\vsllapers lior~r a ro~r~ ld  1111. world arch clietri1)utcd 

, . I lie l ~ r ~ ~ j e v t .  in gc!~~~.ral. is 1 1 1 1 %  I I I : . G ~ ~ I  ol'a 1)orti1111 c~l'l~all\v:~y ~ I I  LI 

rvsidmtial I~uilcl i~~g i r ~  Old I l :~va~~a .  Tlw arva of I;~c:us in t l i c .  

I~;tl l \vuy is the 11ista111.1. frc~~rr t111. inl~al)itarrt's fic111t door (or 
ac.tual twtr! into 11iv hall\va!). to t111, eritranc.cs onto t111. Idcor~!  
o \v r lo t~ l i i r~~  ;III oI(1 Jc~\vis11 111;1rlx~ 
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Prolwsa"l: 
I' l ir~~k 9: I :ol'f~tta Roast H O I I W  and I ~ I ~ C I ~ ~ I I I I I  
.111sti11 P ; I I \ ~ ~ I I  
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1hi111stt ol' t h :  ~inique I I ~ ~ I I ~ I :  o f  l~ lavu~a-s  p r i v l i c a ~ r ~ c ~ ~ t ~  t11v 
citizens of I lavaua arc il l  clar~,oc:r of I~ei r~g c~o~~~l~letc:ly o\fcbrruu by 
tlw intl~~stry to wllic.11 they look to save tl~eni. ,As we rrwvr illto 
a11 era of irlcwasir~g :loha1 trade, .sensitivity to cul t~~ral  
tlil'l'erc~~rc~es is imperative to tlw devc:lop~ne~~t ant1 ~nainte~i; i~ice 
of lasting local and glol~al rc:latior~sl~il~s. Tllc r r l a t io~~s l~ ip  
I~vtweer~ t11v i i d i d u a l  tourist and tlw r c d e r ~ t  is tile direct 
rtw11t 01: all11 rrpreac.lits a ~nicvwcosm ol' 111is ~~rwl ica~r~cn t .  It is 
rare liw the tourist industry to Iia\c* any positive: efl;:c:t 0 1 1  the 
rcsider~t of ;I p1ac.c. and vice-vcma. \lany of the Americ-ans \ \ ~ I I I  

tlo I I I ; I ~ ~ ~  t l~ci r  W ; I ~  into t 1 1 ~  realm ol' ariotl~rr c-i\iIizatio~i reslrirt 

r , I l ~ i s  is an i~~vestigatio~i illto t11~ I~ossibilitics of rvlatior~. all11 of' 
w p r a t i o r ~  of pc~op11~ allti 1111- L~rrnatio~l of intc.r~~atio~~al 
C I I I I ~ I ~ I I I I I ~ ~ .  \\'.fa are 111~1:t5~ari~y involved in a co~~tirl~lou:. 
i ~ ~ t ~ w * l i : ~ ~ ~ g r  u4l1 our S I I ~ ~ O I I I I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ .  Our I11~11avior [!a11 I W  
cl~aractc~rizcd as a (I!ii;~~~iic >eqll(wcv of ; id jus t~iw~~ts  ; l i d  

re:~~Ijustr~wr~ts 10 our pl~ysical an11 s o ~ h l  ~ : r i \ - i r o ~ i ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ l t .  l:or 
nlally v;rc:atio~rc.rs. t 1 1 ~  world i l l  wliicl~ t.11c.y lird ~licwluc?l\~es 
esists I;,r t l~ci r  cwtertaini~wnt. 'I'l~ey are rct~l~o\-t=d I'roln the cliiy- 
to-day stnlggle for s ~ ~ r \ i \ a l .  a r~d arc. o l ' t e~~  uiiawart. of t l~at  

struggle as it vsists i r r o ~ ~ ~ ~ d  tlwirr. 111 a ~ l d i t i o ~ ~ .  1119 I~ririg wit11 
t11e111 1mxoncc4ved ~ ~ o t i o r ~ s  of thr  p1art.s tlwy \ - i d ,  and 11rojec.t 
t11i.m 1111 t l ~ e  1a11tlsc:ape a d  ~ ~ ~ o p l v  thvy co lw i l l  cor~tat.t with. 
T l ~ i s  11lacvh tlic local i11 tI1e tc:rribly awl\\vartl poritior~ of I~a\-illg 
10 cater to the tuurist 11:;1\ing bot l~  wit11 all eqr~ally pre.ji~dicetl 
vic\v ol' 1111. ot l~er.  'I'lie rich ~~ossil~ilitivs ol' interaction are not 
rc.alizc~c1. 'l'lie proposed c:hairs are an atte~lipt to articulate thv 

I I ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ y ~ ~ c t : e n ~ ~ ~ o s u r ~ ! I  postulate:. a IWW tylw of ~ d o s u r c ~ .  
prc~posirq that I)ounclarivs r m y  (lo nwre to actually connect 
t l ~ a r ~  to tlividc. 'Ill~c! eiglrt I~ ro l )~sa" l  outl i~~etl  in t l~ i s  11apt~r . . 
f ~ ~ r e ~ r o r i ~ ~ t l  the-o n t w  c:ol~riective I~ou~~tlarie:.. nvolutely ~nslst- 
ing tlwt i t  is ~ I ~ C I I ~ ~ C C I I I ~ C  tlmt I ~ e r f i ~ r ~ n s  tlic. vital role ol' 
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. . .  
rt~;rtl~taln~r~;: tlrv ~tcbvesarily u ~ ~ r t d \ w l  rc*latic~ttsllil~ Iwtwrcl~ 
rtvi~leti~ i1 t t11  \isitor: betwwi hd and tourist: 11rtwecv1 p t h l i ~ ~  
at111 privatt*. 111 111t:ie cliq~aratc i~~vestipttiotis \vtx h a w  I'ottr~~l 
that their I~cmi(lari~~s arv rarely pltyic-al: thrv n i s t  >~ t l~ t lg  a> 
la~twagc. tlil't;wtlcw. clil'lrrer~c.c-~ in itlt.oloq. diftCwt~res i l l  T 
so1~i11 lxl~avior ar~d eveu di f fer~v~~.rs  i l l  1110des I I ~  ~l \wIli~rg at111 
ir~l~al)itatilm TI1t.w diff;wnce> arc zcmctilrws rncorrritrrt~tl 

r 3 1111. c.igl~t projec-~s 111at P I I I I I ~ I I Y  I~I~OIO~~I~~:PII(.II~~~II'~~/ o p t i ~ ~ ~ i h -  
tirallv p rop i tX  that 1111. work of today's %lol~al :\rc.Ititcv.t" 
1x111vrs O I I  recognizing ~ I I I I  bc)lstt:rirlg t l r v  I Y ~ I I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I V ~  lwt11111- 
ariw of 111e activities at111 instit~ttior~> t l~at  tvt* I i o p ~  \\dl l)i1111 
cuhures 111getI1vr. as \wll as tlw tm411wr~:s tllat rlti~kt, ti11 I I W  
I I I I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I - S  of O I I ~  priva~c: rea1111s. I t  i >  t11v ~ ~ ~ i s s i o ~ ~  of ' t111w 
projects to layer illto t11v zcwsitivc~ I~ourldaric.. of intc~rculturrrl 
ir~tcwctiot~ a1111 t!sclt~sic~~t t h  apprattr>- that t i u y  LII-1 as a 
1)ridpe to the forl~ier. willlo~~t ~ h r o y i t ~ g  t h  I a t t ~ .  


